AFSOC to Resume CV-22 Flight Operations
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Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs

Following the March 8, 2024 Naval Air Systems Command flight bulletin returning the V-22
Osprey to operation with safety controls in place, Air Force Special Operations Command is
implementing a multi-phased approach to ensure our aircrew, maintainers and aircraft are

ready to resume flight operations.

Lt Gen Tony Bauernfeind, AFSOC Commander, directed the operational standdown of the CV-
22 fleet December 6, 2023 in response to preliminary investigation information indicating a
materiel failure following the November 29, 2023 mishap near Yakushima, Japan. This was
followed by NAVAIR issuing a flight bulletin grounding the V-22 enterprise.

Phase one of AFSOC’s return to fly plan includes ground and simulator training integrating
planned flight controls, safety briefings, a review of maintenance records and refining by-
squadron training plans to implement the new safety protocols.

Phase two is a multi-month program for aircrew and maintainers. Aircrew will focus on
regaining basic mission currency and proficiency then expansion to full mission currency and
proficiency. While maintainers have remained engaged conducting maintenance necessary to
sustain the CV-22 during the standdown, they will receive training in line with the maintenance
protocols directed by the NAVAIR return to fly bulletin. Each squadron will progress through this
phase at different speeds based a variety of factors including maintenance requirements for
aircraft, experience level of personnel in the squadron and weather impact to flight schedules.

Phase three will include resumption of full mission profiles, multi-lateral exercises and
operational taskings and deployments.

This phased approach affords AFSOC the time required to maximize opportunities to learn as
much as possible from the Safety Investigation Board and Accident Investigation Board to
mitigate risk to our aircrew, maintainers, and joint partners.
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